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COMMUNICATION REGARDING STATUS OF APPLICATION 



Sir: 

During prosecution of the above-identified application, a Notice of Appeal, a copy of 
which is enclosed, was filed by certification in the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) on May 15, 2003. Subsequently, to filing a Notice of Appeal on December 15, 2003 a 
continuation-in-part application, a copy of which is enclosed, was filed claiming priority to the 
present case. A five-month extension of time, a copy of which is enclosed, was concurrently 
filed in the present case in order to maintain co-pendency between the present parent case and 
the continuation-in-part application. 
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Applicants have been informed by Examiner Warren that the Notice of Appeal filed on 
May 15, 2003 included an incorrect serial number. As a result of this typographical error, 
Examiner Warren in telephone conversation of January 29, 2004, recommended that a statement 
related to the facts presented herewith be submitted in this case. 

It is respectfully submitted that since a timely Notice of Appeal was filed and an 
extension of time was subsequently filed extending the time for response to the Notice of 
Appeal, until such time as the continuation-in-part application was filed, the present parent 
application and the continuation-in-part application should be considered co-pending for priority 
purposes. 

This submission is being made at the request of Examiner Warren. If there is any fee 
associated with this communication, the Office is authorized to charge such fee to Deposit 
Account No. 08-2461. 
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Should the Office wish to discuss this application in further detail, the Office is invited to 
contact Applicant's undersigned agent by telephone at (973) 331-1700. 




Rohini K. Garg 
Registration No.: 45,27: 
Agent for Applicant(s) 



HOFFMANN & BARON, LLP 
6900 Jericho Turnpike 
Syosset, New York 11791 
(973)331-1700 



